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What I Am Thankful For 

This time of year makes all of us reflect on the year and 

our lives and think of what we are truly thankful for. We at 

Johnson Home and Land want to thank you for your 

continued business and support. We value our clients 

and colleagues every day and want to take this 

opportunity to say Thank You. We wish you the very best 

going into the holidays and hope that you have many 

memorable events to be thankful for this year and the 

one to come.  

Facebook isn’t just for fun, look at this! 
 Honoring Those Who Serve  
HouseLogic.com, National Association of 

REALTOR®’s free consumer website about all aspects 

of homeownership, has launched a new initiative to help 

military service members and their families in financial 

need. The site recently introduced a new Facebook 

Causes campaign, Operation Home Relief. The campaign 

aims to rally support for USA Cares, an organization that 

provides counseling and foreclosure assistance to post-

9/11 active duty U.S. military personnel, veterans and 

their families.  

HouseLogic will donate $1 for every Facebook user 

who “likes” the Operation Home Relief Cause page 

and will match individual donations made to the 

cause, up to $20,000. 

Selling your house at Christmas.  

Some sellers ask if they should take their house off the 

market at Christmas. I say no. As long as you have 

ground rules about showings and times set up with your 

real estate agent everything can run as smoothly as any 

other time of year. You will have the advantage of having 

your house staged in a very special way with the 

welcoming atmosphere that surrounds the holidays. 

Some things to consider are to possibly keep pathways 

through the house open and free flowing, and for every 

piece that goes up to decorate, store something away 

that was in its place.  

 

 

 



 

 

10 Big-Impact, Low-Cost 

Remodeling Projects 

 
1. Tidy up kitchen cabinets. 
“Potential buyers do open kitchen cabinets and look inside. 

2. Add or replace tile. 
“By retiling very inexpensively, you make a room look instantly 
cleaner that it was. 

3. Add a breakfast bar. 
When a wall separates a kitchen from a family room, think about 
cutting out an opening to create a breakfast bar 

4. Install granite tile instead of a slab. 
Granite kitchen countertops are very popular, but that can be a 
very expensive upgrade. Instead, home owners can put in 12-
inch granite tiles for about $300 in materials and get very high 
impact for little money. 

 5. Freshen up a bathroom without retiling. 
With a dated bathroom, it is  recommend putting in a new 
medicine cabinet for $100 to $150, light fixtures for about $100, a 
faucet for $50 to $75, and a vanity for $200 to $300. Instead of 
replacing the tile, the existing grout can be lightly scraped and 
regrouted, which leaves a haze that can be buffed out and will 
make the tile look brand new. Also install glass shower doors. A 
French door adds a lot of panache and elegance for $250, and 
people will notice the door, not the tile. With all that, you’ve done 
a bathroom remodel for $1,000 to $2,000 

6. Freshen up the basement. 
If home owners have cement block or poured concrete walls in 
the basement, have a contractor fill in cracks with hydraulic 
cement and then paint with waterproofing paint. You can then 
add a top coat to add color. You can also paint the basement 
floor with a good floor paint, which spiffs it up. The basement may 
not be finished, but it’s no longer a damp dungeon.” 

7. Add a room. 
Look for large spaces that can be enclosed to create a new 
bedroom for just the price of creating a wall. 

8. Spruce up cabinet fronts. 
Update tired-looking kitchen cabinets. Reconditioning is the least 
expensive move for under $1,000. 
With re-facing, owners can change the color of the cabinets by 
replacing the door and having a new skin put on the boxes. 

9. Replace light fixtures. 
Replacing overhead light fixtures provides a lot 
of pop for a little money. 

10. Tech-up the garage. 
A possibility could be to replace the garage door opener with a 
remote touchpad entry system. 
That costs averages about $425 and makes it look like a high-
end system. 

 

Happy Holidays! 

Historically Low Interest Rates.  
 Today’s Buyer’s Save Well Into the Future  

In today’s economy, many factors influence the 
decision to buy a home – job status, financial 
resources, and family considerations among them. 
But one of the most compelling reasons to consider 
becoming a homeowner in the current market is the 
affordability factor, which will benefit today’s buyers 
for many years to come. To put this into 
perspective, a buyer who purchased a median-
priced home five years ago with an FHA mortgage 
requiring a 3 percent down payment would have a 
monthly mortgage payment of $1,650.00. With 
today’s interest rates and median home prices, that 
same buyer would be paying $1,150 per month – 
that’s a $500 savings every month, and a savings of 
$6,000 per year. The interest rates are at a 

historically low rate, don’t miss out.   
 

 Home Is Where the Community Is  

A new National Association of REALTORS® 
research report demonstrates a correlation between 
homeownership and social benefits for both families 
and the community at large. According to the 
research detailed in the report, The Social Benefits 
of Homeownership and Stable Housing, 
homeownership boosts the educational 
performance of children, encourages higher 
participation in civic and volunteering activity, 
improves health care outcomes, lowers crime rates 
and reduces welfare dependency.  
The research also revealed that most American 

households still aspire to homeownership, which 

helps families to accumulate wealth as well as 

social status. 
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